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Course Summary 

We live in a communications-saturated world 

where 24-hour news coverage, access to the 

internet and the use of social media have become 

the norm for millions of people. Global events are 

instantly reported by the news media, analysed 

and interpreted by them and millions of ordinary 

citizens. These developments challenge the 

traditionally secretive practices of international 

diplomacy and the ability of governments to 

control information whilst also creating powerful new tools for propaganda; they enhance the importance of 

cultural or ‘soft’ power in international relations and they have also transformed the nature of warfare. 

This programme will equip you with a sophisticated understanding of contemporary international relations 

and of key developments in information and communication technologies (ICTs) and the media. It will also 

provide you with the knowledge, methods and techniques to effectively engage with and critically evaluate 

the interaction between these two areas of study. 

Features & benefits of the course 

 The chance to develop a sophisticated understanding of contemporary international relations and key 

developments in ICTs and of the interaction between the two. 

 

 The opportunity to develop a wide range of analytical and work-related skills such as oral and group 

presentations, report and policy-paper writing. 

 

 Individual support available throughout the course. 

You will study the following core units: 

 International Relations Theory  

 Current Issues in Media and Communication  

 Social Science Research Methods  

 Dissertation 

International Relations include: 

 Contemporary US Foreign Policy  

 Europe in Turmoil  

 The Rise of the New Global Powers  

 The Policy-Making Process 

Global Communications include: 

 Media Audiences and Convergence  

 Globalisation, Media, Culture and Consumption  

 Digital Rights  

 Critical Discourse Analysis  

 Intercultural Communication 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why choose this course? 

Interests 

Are you interested in learning about different cultures and peoples around the world? Would you like to 

study, live, or work abroad some day? Do you wonder why some countries are wealthy, while others are 

poor and some places are war-torn while others are peaceful? Would you like to understand how different 

regional civilisations have evolved and how these characteristics continue to affect people today? If you 

answered yes to any of these questions, International Relations (IR) may be the course of study for you. IR 

is a unique course of study because it combines classes from three different departments—economics, 

history, and political science—to create a coherent curriculum that allows students to develop their 

understandings of both different areas of the world ("area studies") and the nature of interactions between 

people, groups, nation-states, and international organisations ("globalisation"). 

Talents 

International relations students have much different strengths. Some have a flair for foreign languages, 

others are fascinated by particular regions of the world and still another set of students may have a long-

standing interest in an aspect of global affairs. Some students are attracted to this study because it allows 

them to combine courses from multiple departments, allowing them to study world regions or phenomena 

(like conflict, revolution, economic development, or human rights) from different disciplinary perspectives. 

Careers 

International relations is an excellent liberal arts major that will help you develop your reading, writing, 

research, presentation and analytic skills and, as such, is a great place for students considering careers in 

business, government, education, and the non-profit sector. Each year, several IR graduates also opt for law 

school or international public affairs masters programs, where they will specialise in a certain region of the 

world (e.g. South Asia) or political issue (e.g. conflict management) with the goal of one day becoming an 

expert in that field and working for the government, an international organisation, or a non-governmental 

organisation. 

 


